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TO: Affected Local Governments and Other Interested Parties  
FROM: James R. Dove, Executive Director  
DATE: April 15, 2009  
 
The Northeast Georgia Regional Development Center (RDC) has completed its review of the following Development of Regional 
Impact (DRI). The Northeast Georgia RDC reviewed the proposed project with regard to conflicts with regional plans, goals, and 
policies and the impacts it might have on the activities, plans, goals, and policies of other local jurisdictions and state, federal, and 
other agencies. The finding does not address whether the DRI is or is not in the best interest of the local government. 
 
DRI ID Number: 1924 
Name of Proposed Project: SKC Project 
Submitting Local Government: City of Covington 
 
Finding: After review of information submitted by the host government and comments received from affected agencies, the Northeast 
Georgia RDC finds that the development is in the best interest of the Region and therefore the State. 
  
Additional Comments:  
 
The review produced the following recommendations, should the project be pursued: 

• The project should implement Best Management Practices for stormwater management controls as found in the Georgia 
Stormwater Management Manual (www.georgiastormwater.com) to minimize stormwater quality and quantity impacts, and 
protect downstream areas and receiving waters. 

• All improvements discussed in the traffic study should be implemented to address all potential traffic impacts. The developer 
should coordinate closely with the City of Covington, Newton County, and the Georgia Department of Transportation to 
address potential impacts and needed improvements. 

• Every attempt should be made to conserve and utilize on-site natural features to protect water quality.   It is recommended 
that a field survey be conducted to identify and delineate wetlands present on the project site that were not identified on the 
National Wetlands Inventory (NWI) mapping. 
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(1)	Construction of Exit #93 bridge and ramp is ongoing and should be completed prior to end of 2009. 

However, if there are delays in completion, SKC project should submit a traffic study detailing how traffic 

would be controlled in the interim.



(2)	A review of topography and aerial photographs appears to indicate the existence of streams not shown 

on site plan. As shown on site plan, several buildings/parking areas appear to be over streams and/or buffers 

and may require variances and/or permits from Georgia EPD.



(3)	Site plan does not appear to include water quality features. We suggest infiltration basins, rain gardens or 

other water quality features be incorporated into parking lot design as this project drains directly to a tributary 

of the Alcovy River less than 4,000 feet upstream of its confluence with the Alcovy.



(4)	We note that the NWI does not always show all existing wetlands and that tributaries of the Alcovy in this 

area contain many field verified wetlands. Newton County GIS does indicate the presence of wetlands on this 

site. We recommend field location/identification of wetlands prior to finalizing site plan.



(5)	Would like clarification on how 70% of the site will be impervious area while tree canopy will only be 

reduced 45% after development and replanting.



(6)	Recommend that outparcels have internal access only (no access to Highway 142 or Hazelbrand 

Road).



(7)	Note that this site is located in the Alcovy River watershed, in which the Newton County zoning ordinance 

limits impervious surface to 40% for non-residential developments.




